2i8                           RANGOON CITY

disposes of original civil cases and of civil appeals. Petty civil cases
are disposed of in the Small Cause Court, in which two judges sit.
There is a good deal of crime in the city. The Indo-Burman com-
munity is addicted to theft, and acts of violence are not uncommon,
while the proximity of the port appears to make the temptation to
smuggle irresistible to certain classes.

The administration of the Rangoon Town Lands is at present con-
ducted under the provisions of the Lower Burma Town and Village
Lands Act of 1898. Since 1890 the Town Lands have been managed
by a special Deputy-Commissioner, under the control of the Com-
missioner of Pegu and the Financial Commissioner. For revenue
purposes the whole area comprising the Town Lands is divided into
eight circles. The revenue collections in the District approximately
average Rs. 31,900, the whole of which is credited to Imperial funds.
The ground rents, together with premiums and the sale proceeds from
lands and building sites, averaging in the past rather more than 3 lakhs,
are credited to a special revenue head, from which a contribution of
Rs. 1,85,000, diminishing each year by Rs. 25,000 till extinguished in
1908-9, is paid to the Rangoon municipality to be expended on works
of utility. The balance is used to finance a scheme for reclaiming and
laying out on sanitary lines the low-lying areas of the city. A few acres
of rice land are assessed at Rs. 2 an acre, but other lands ordinarily
pay a land revenue rate of Rs. 3 an acre. The revision of the rate is
under consideration. Other sources of non-municipal revenue within
city limits, besides customs and land rate, are excise and income tax.
The former brought in about 14 lakhs, and the latter (which has been
in force in Rangoon since 1888) more than 6J lakhs in 1903-4.

The Rangoon municipality covers an area of about 31 square miles,
with a population in 1901 (inclusive of the residents of the port) of
221,160. It was constituted on July 31, 1874. The committee con-
sists of 25 members, of whom 19 are elected by the ratepayers and
6 are nominated by Government. Various taxes are levied at a per-
centage on the annual value of lands and buildings within municipal
limits: namely, the 8 per cent, tax for general purposes, the 7 per cent,
scavenging tax, the 4 per cent, water tax, and the i per cent, lighting
tax. The scavenging tax is charged at the rate of 4 per cent, in areas
not served by the municipal drainage system. As elsewhere, market
tolls are a fruitful source of municipal income in Rangoon.

During the ten years ending 1900 the ordinary income of the munici-
pality (excluding special loans) averaged 17 lakhs, and the ordinary ex-
penditure 15 lakhs. In 1903-4 the ordinary income was 24 lakhs, the
principal sources being 14 lakhs from rates, and 3 lakhs from markets
and slaughter-houses. The gross income in 1903-4 was 46! lakhs,
including a loan of 15 lakhs. The ordinary expenditure during that